
Dear Woolf Friends,

On April 11 this year, US President Joe Biden
travelled to Belfast, Northern Ireland to mark the
1998 signing of the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement.
It was a momentous landmark in the history of that
conflict-ridden country. Anyone who watched the
final episode of Derry Girls will have the poignancy of
the choices people had to make forever etched on
their heart.

It was because of this landmark agreement that our
Woolf trip to New York at the end of April centred
around a talk given by Dr Katherine O’Lone entitled
‘Belfast; Have the Ghosts Left?' Research Fellow
Kitty spoke movingly about the legacy of the
Agreement and the moral and psychological
landscape present today as Northern Ireland
continues to find a way through the challenges that
remain.

By drawing on the findings from her research project
which used artificial intelligence to analyse millions
of articles and media posts, she argued that we can
better understand peace by exploring the patterns of
how people think about reconciliation, forgiveness,
and justice in the aftermath of violent conflict. The
questions at the end of her talk revealed the long-
held concerns of the Irish diaspora of New York as
well as comments about other countries with
conflicts. The discussion went on until dinner. Kitty is
hoping to repeat the talk in Boston in the autumn so
look out for details of that.

 Of course, we were celebrating not only the anniversary of the Good Friday
Agreement but 25 years of the Woolf Institute too. That quarter century has

https://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/whats-on/events
https://www.thenakedscientists.com/podcasts/naked-reflections/politics-music
https://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/podcasts/series/naked-reflections
https://woolf.enthuse.com/donate#!/


seen so much conflict and division, yet as we look back to where we were in
1998, we must also see the progress made, progress in which the Woolf
Institute has played a significant part. Our conversations in New York ranged
widely and we found there was great interest in the research projects and
commissions undertaken by the Institute. It was an opportunity to spread the
word and build connections with an American audience.

During our two days in New York we met a number of interesting people from
different faiths and backgrounds, talked about the research in which our
academics are engaged and set the stage for further visits. It was a brief but
full foray into the hectic, pulsating milieu that is New York, energising and
stimulating as it always is. Thank you to all at Cambridge in America who
hosted us and helped so much with the arrangements.
With best wishes,

Liz Winter
Development Consultant, Woolf Institute



PLEASE CONTACT FLORA MOFFIE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND
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PODCAST: TURNING THE OTHER CHEEKPODCAST: TURNING THE OTHER CHEEK

In the blue corner: National Anthems and military marches; in the red corner:
protest songs. Politics and music often coincide.

How practical is Jesus’s advice to turn the other cheek? Some see it as an
example of the excessive passivity of Christianity. Others think it’s the only way
to get out of an endless spiral of violence. Meryem Kalayci and Tim Stevens
discuss the matter without coming to blows.

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN
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