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Letter of Welcome

W

e are delighted to present the Woolf Institute’s
calendar of events for this academic year. 2017/18
will be a time of transformation as we settle into
our permanent new home, at Westminster College in the
heart of Cambridge.
Over the next 12 months, we are organising a variety of
academic and cultural events, which include seminars and
conferences (with eminent academics and national and
international leaders), as well as art exhibitions and musical
concerts. Please join us!
Since inception in 1998, I cannot remember a time when
the work of the Woolf Institute has been more important.
Understanding the inﬂuence of religion in the world,
especially the encounter between Christians, Jews and
Muslims, is vital to fostering a stable and successful society.
Yet, society has rarely seemed more divided – with religion at
the top of the powerful forces, seemingly pulling us apart.
The Woolf Institute is committed to helping heal these
divisions in the UK and internationally by facilitating
collaborative discussion and constructive engagement.
The Quiet Space in the Woolf Institute. Image by Blazej Mikula.

Stonemason James Ryder carving the
Foundation Stone in English, Hebrew
and Arabic
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Image by Blazej Mikula.
In our new building, we have a
dedicated library, media centre,
seminar rooms, conference and lecture
facilities, a quiet space and student
accommodation, enabling a collegiate
atmosphere for communal residence,
study and learning. These facilities
will help the Institute to deepen
its relationship with the University
of Cambridge by strengthening
its collaboration on PhDs, and by
establishing a research hub for
resident and visiting academics.
We look forward to sharing the fruits
of our work with you and to showing
you around our new ‘Building for
Tomorrow’ during the academic year.
Image by Colin Hampson.

Dr Edward Kessler MBE
Founder Director
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Exhibition Opening
11th October 2017, 5pm Eckhard Ahmed Krausen ‘Islam in Europe’

From the very beginning of Ahmed’s extensive travels
around Europe, he was committed to documenting
the presence of Islam in Europe wherever he found
it. His journeys took him to most countries in Europe,
with his collection of photographs growing to several
thousand. Through his photos, he aims to show “the
unity in the diversity”. As he puts it: “From the very
beginning I wanted to make the diversity of Islam

B

visible through these pictures in order to ﬁnd the
unity beyond.”
Ahmed’s award-winning photographs demonstrate
the inﬂuence of European architecture on mosque
design and are an example of religions’ intrinsic
ability to digest and adopt customs and styles from
the environment in which they are located.

orn and raised in the
formerly industrial
Ruhr Area in Germany,
Ahmed Eckhard Krausen is a
freelance photographer based
in Copenhagen, Denmark, a
Muslim since 1992. He began his
comprehensive travels in 1997
photographing Islam in Europe.
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Right: Most of the mosques, such as this one in
Novogrudok, Belarus are constructed from wood,
owing to a regulation only allowing churches to
be built out of stone in order to demonstrate
Christian superiority over Islam. The wooden
mosques, however, have evolved into a symbol and
identifying attribute of the Tatars.
Below: Cyclists in Denmark.
Bottom: Berlin Germany.

All images reproduced with kind permission by Ahmed Eckhard Krausen.

The exhibition will be oﬃcially opened on 11th October and be on display through to May 2018.
If you would like to visit, please contact enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk.
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Festival of Ideas
Events in the Woolf Institute

I

n October, the Woolf Institute will hold two events as part of Cambridge
University’s Festival of Ideas, which has the theme of “Truth” this year.

On Monday 16th October, 5-6.30pm the Woolf Institute will host an open
panel discussion bringing together Dr Edward Kessler (Woolf Institute),
Canon Chris Chivers (Westcott House) and Dr Atif Imtiaz (Cambridge
Muslim College). The panel will discuss religious truth in an age of diversity.
Religious identity is, on one
level, a statement about what
humans think is true: but
how does our commitment
to diversity combine with
the seemingly exclusivist
truth claims of the diﬀerent
faiths? Does dialogue
demand equality of beliefs
or rather the equality of
respect? Finally, in a ‘posttruth’ context how can we
use the tools of faith and
reason to discern a truthful
understanding of the world
today?

Dr Atif Imtiaz, Dr Ed Kessler,
Sughra Ahmed and Dr Rowan
Williams (left to right) in a
previous Woolf Institute
panel discussion.
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D

r Jan Jonathan Bock
joined the Institute
as a Junior Research
Fellow in May 2015. He
conducted research for the
Trust project (see pages 20-21)
in Berlin and Rome and has
now been appointed Woolf
Institute Research Fellow and
Co-Principal Investigator for
the Qatar National Research
Fund project (see page 31)
which assesses and contrasts
interfaith initiatives in Doha,
Delhi and London.

O

n Sunday 29th October
2-3pm, Woolf Institute
Research Fellow Jan
Jonathan Bock will explore
“Truth and Power -- The Politics
of Expertise and Behaviour
after L’Aquila Earthquake”
In 2009, seven experts
comforted the Italian city of
L’Aquila with a seemingly rigid
scientiﬁc analysis that a cluster
of seismic tremors was not
threatening. A few days later,
however, a major earthquake
devastated L’Aquila. This
talk examines a subsequent
court case that unravelled the
entanglements of truth and
expertise with political power.
Relatives of the earthquake victims sought to
hold the experts to account, who had negligently
accepted orders from superiors to placate the
anxious population. For these judicial eﬀorts,
however, survivors were criticized around the
world and accused of attacking ‘science’. This
presentation explores how the court case framed

the impact of expertise on individual behaviour,
and illuminates the frustrating experience of the
trial for the victims’ relatives. As plaintiﬀs and
witnesses, they sought to defend the deceased,
but misleading media coverage produced
condemnation and ridicule for the people of
L’Aquila and concealed their reality.

These are public lectures which take place in the Woolf Institute, and all are welcome to attend.
For further information please contact: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk
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Woolf Institute
Lecture Series
W

e are launching a series
of termly lectures,
which will provide the
opportunity to listen to talks by
senior academics, politicians,
leading thinkers and activists. The
inaugural lecture on Wednesday
18th October, 5.30pm will be
delivered by Prof Robert Tombs,
Emeritus Professor of French
History, and author of the
bestselling “History book of the
Year” (2015): The English and their
History.
Prof Tombs will talk about
“Religion, identity and the state:
France and Britain since the
Enlightenment”.

Image: Blazej Mikula
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Donate
T

he Woolf Institute is primarily
funded by philanthropic donations
and research grants, with a small
proportion of its income arising from course
fees (such as organisations commissioning
training and from individual (online and
face-to-face) students). A purpose-built
home, tailored for the essential work of
building tolerance and understanding
The Old City, Jerusalem. Photo by John Fahy
between religion and society, will be a
springboard for signiﬁcant growth in
educational activities which are needed to address
Institute, Madingley Road, Cambridge CB3 0UB, or
some of the most pressing challenges of our time:
contact development@woolf.cam.ac.uk to discuss
peaceful cohabitation and fruitful cooperation
other payment methods, or particular areas of
between people of diﬀerent faiths and beliefs.
interest that you wish to support. Thank you!
In order to achieve the Woolf Institute’s vision,
we need to build our research and project grant
income and endowment. We have identiﬁed a
series of resources and activities for which we
would welcome revenue or project grants, or gifts
towards endowment. Gifts may be made via our
website by credit or debit card, by GBP cheque
or charity cheque to Development Oﬃce, Woolf

The State Mosque, Doha, Qatar.
Photo by John Fahy

The Woolf Institute is pleased to recognise its donors
in a variety of ways, taking into account the donor’s
preferences and depending upon the level of support
received. Acknowledgements of other people
instead of the donor may be requested for memorial
or celebratory purposes. To discuss recognition,
please contact the Director of Development, on
development@woolf.cam.ac.uk.
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Concert

M

usic evenings will be a regular
feature in the new building.
Our ﬁrst concert on Thursday
26th October 2017, 7pm will be with
Rivers of Babylon, a music group
formed in 1999 by Sara Manasseh,
an ethnomusicologist in the Iraqi
(Babylonian) music tradition.
The group includes an
ethnomusicologist, doctor,
composers, IT expert and secretary.
Rivers of Babylon has been featured
in BBC World Service broadcasts,
with items from the liturgical
repertoire, such as rousing hymns
sung during the Penitential prayers
for the Day of Atonement (Yom
Kippûr).
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M

any of the
founding members
of the group were
born into the Baghdadi
Jewish community in India
(Bombay and Calcutta),
thus representing a
cultural tradition which
was transported from Iraq
to India and now to the
UK. Its main focus is Songs
of Praise (Shbaḥoth) in the
Babylonian (Iraqi) Jewish
tradition. In addition to
Iraqi Jewish music, Rivers
of Babylon performs
songs in Arabic, Middle
Eastern instrumentals,
songs in the Bene Israel
(Indian Jewish) tradition in
Hebrew and Marâṭhi (the
language of the state of
Maharashtra, India) and
vintage Bollywood classics
in Hindi.

Chaldean Catholic Church,
Baghdad
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Woolf Institute
Research Day

Image © Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton NJ 2016 (Andrea Kane)

O

n Thursday 9th November 2017, 10am
- 4pm more than a dozen researchers
and students associated with the Woolf
Institute will present their work in accessible
short presentations. Please join us to hear
about the interactions of Jews, Muslims and
Christians in medieval Spain, about Jewish life
as portrayed in the Cairo Genizah, Christian

Egyptian merchants trading between Italy and
Egypt in the Early Modern period, Jewish and
Christian musical interaction in 19th-century
England, anthropological explorations of trust
in contemporary Europe, sociological studies of
interfaith relations in Qatar, India and the UK,
and quantitative approaches to intolerance in the
United Kingdom today, and many other topics.

Support conferences, workshops, exhibitions and events

D

uring the Woolf Institute’s ﬁrst year in its
new home (academic year 2017/18), there
will be a programme of events, including
termly lectures, musical events, conferences and
workshops, as shown in this commemorative
book. We are seeking sponsorship for diﬀerent
elements of the programme, ranging from £600
for the Woolf Institute Research Day, to £3,000
for a concert or towards a conference, to £20,000
for the new building’s oﬃcial opening. Wherever
possible and appropriate, events are shared online,

via social media, live streaming, vlogs or blogs.
Further details of the launch year programme
are on the Woolf Institute’s news pages. Gifts
to support the events programme may be made
via our website, by GBP cheque or charity
cheque to Development Oﬃce, Woolf Institute,
Madingley Road, Cambridge CB3 0UB, or contact
development@woolf.cam.ac.uk to discuss other
payment methods, or particular areas of interest
that you wish to support. Thank you!
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Woolf Institute
Research Group
T

he regular seminars and panels, which take place either in the Woolf Institute or in Faculties and
Colleges of the University of Cambridge, strengthen the Research Group, are an important resource
for Research Fellows and nurture future Research Fellows who want to join the Institute.

The inaugural Woolf Institute Research Day will begin the series this year, with further seminars taking
place in January and May 2018.

L

ea Taragin-Zeller is an aﬃliated researcher at the Woolf
Institute. Her academic interests lie at the intersection
between gender, text, body and religion. She has published
widely on modesty practices of female ultra-Orthodox teenagers
in Jerusalem and is now completing her PhD dissertation
about family planning and contraceptive use among religious
Jews in Israel. At the Woolf Institute, she is currently working
on a comparative study of female authority and leadership in
contemporary Judaism and Islam.
Together with Naheed Ghauri, Visiting Fellow 2017, she is
developing a regular Seminar Series on Gender and Religion.

Support Research

R

esearch is at the heart of the Woolf Institute’s
work: it informs and develops the teaching,
public education, online education and media
activities by which the Institute aims to foster
increased understanding between those of diﬀerent
beliefs. All our research projects are designed to
include policy and/or public education outputs, as
well as academic outputs. The research programme
is led by the Director of Research, who oversees
and co-ordinates research activity ensuring that it is
focussed so that the scholarly study of contemporary
and historical interfaith encounters can guide present
day relations and understandings between people.
Details of the projects for which we are currently
fundraising may be seen on our website and include:
From Intolerance to Inclusion - From I-to-I (see page
32); Responses to Religious and Political Violence within
British Muslim Communities (see page 33); Civility as

a virtue in the Qur’an and Muslim Tradition - focussing
how the Qur’an and Muslim tradition promote
civility as a virtue and in what ways the Qur’an
can be engaged to foster better social cohesion
between Muslim and non-Muslim communities;
Human Dignity - examining human uniqueness, value
and virtue in the Abrahamic faiths, and in public
education in the UK. We are delighted to be starting
Music, Memory and Encounter between Jewish and
Muslim Neighbours (see page 19) as we move into the
new building, thanks to a generous benefaction.
Gifts to support research may be made via
our website by GBP cheque or charity cheque
to Development Oﬃce, Woolf Institute,
Madingley Road, Cambridge CB3 0UB, or contact
development@woolf.cam.ac.uk to discuss other
payment methods, or particular areas of interest that
you wish to support. Thank you!
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Remembrance Day
Commemoration with
Jewish and Christian Choirs
On Sunday 12th November, 5.45pm, Churchill College and the Woolf Institute are organising a
Remembrance Day Commemoration involving a Jewish and a Christian choir.

Kol Echad
For nearly twenty years, Kol Echad
has been Cambridge’s leading (only!)
Jewish choir. The choir regularly
participates in Cambridge’s civic
commemoration of Holocaust
Memorial Day, and a range of other
community and charity events. Kol
Echad is passionate about sharing
Jewish music with the widest
possible audience. It has shared
concerts with local group, In Voco
Parentis, and sung in interfaith
services at the Chapel at Churchill
College, Cambridge. Danielle Padley
became Kol Echad’s Musical Director
in 2011.

The ‘Inter Alios’ choir
‘Inter Alios’ is a joint venture between
Churchill College, where it serves the
Christian Chapel at Churchill College,
and Murray Edwards College, where
it serves the ‘Humanist Happenings’
Series: a format which is broadly
similar to chapel services, but with no
theological content. The title ‘Inter
Alios’ literally translates as ‘among
others’ and speaks to the collective
spirit. It is inter-’faith’ serving both
Christian and Humanist communities,
as well as inter-faith, inter-collegiate,
international in its make-up and
musical repertoire, and inter-arts.

Note: This event will take place in the Chapel at Churchill College.
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Muslim - Jewish Relations
Seminar Series

T

his Seminar Series is jointly organised
by the Woolf Institute and the Faculty
of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.
Seminars take place once per term, and focus
on historical and modern relations between
Muslims and Jews. The seminars cover a wide
range of topics, from architecture to music,
linguistics to anthropology and literature and

cinema. Seminars are planned for November,
February and May 2017/18.
The ﬁrst seminar on 14th November 2017, 5pm
will deal with the topic of Law. Our speaker
is Dr Nimer Sultany (SOAS), who will talk on
“The Legal Structures of Subordination: the
Palestinian Minority and Israeli Law”.

Note: These events take place in the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Sidgwick Site,
University of Cambridge. For details, please see our webpage www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events, or
request the newest update of our events schedule, email: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk

A

s Director of Development, Helen
Cornish is responsible for fundraising
and alumni and supporter relations at
the Woolf Institute, which she joined in April
2017 after almost thirteen years as a Fellow
and Director of Development at Robinson
College, Cambridge. Prior to this, Helen held
similar roles at various research organisations
in London, including the Institute of
Historical Research and the Institute of
Reproductive and Developmental Biology
at Imperial College School of Medicine.
Helen is always pleased to discuss the Woolf
Institute’s work with supporters and can be
contacted on development@woolf.cam.ac.uk.
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Support Students
T
he Woolf Institute welcomes gifts to support
scholarships and bursaries for its PhD, MPhil,
sabbatical and online students. Gifts of all
sizes make a very real diﬀerence and you may
choose to give for current expenditure or towards
endowment for student support. Gifts may be
made via our website by credit or debit card, by

GBP cheque or charity cheque to Development
Oﬃce, Woolf Institute, Madingley Road,
Cambridge CB3 0UB, or contact development@
woolf.cam.ac.uk to discuss other payment
methods, or particular areas of interest that you
wish to support. Thank you!

A

mine’s research focuses on Muslim leadership.
The broader aim of his thesis is to understand
the role of local Muslim leaders, namely imams
and mosques’ committee members. After undertaking
a Master’s degree in Economics, Amine’s interest in
interfaith dialogue and Muslim thought and practice
led him to an MA in Political Sociology and Public
Policy. Amine is from Casablanca, Morocco and is the
co-founder of the Moroccan Centre for Innovation and
Social Entrepreneurship and a research member of the
Moroccan Centre of Social Sciences.

R

odrigo came to the Woolf Institute after studying
History at Oxford University and SOAS. His work
focuses on the treatment of Jews and Muslims in the
Iberian Peninsula between the eleventh and thirteenth
centuries, during the period of Christian expansion over
the previously Muslim-dominated territories of al-Andalus.

PhD and MPhil scholarships
PhD and MPhil students are an essential part
of the Woolf Institute’s academic life. They
contribute to research projects, to teaching on
the Institute’s courses for Cambridge Theological
Federation students, to teaching and moderating

Woolf Institute online courses and in organising
academic panels, seminars and meetings. The
Woolf Institute receives generous matching
funds from the Cambridge Trusts for the WoolfCambridge Scholarships. Your gift to the WoolfCambridge Scholarships will help to release this
funding.
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Online course bursaries
The Woolf Institute’s online courses are open to
participants from around the world. They address
aspects of relations between the Abrahamic faiths,
interactions with those of other faiths or none and
how such interactions contribute to society and
politics in the twenty-ﬁrst century. They include
‘Bridging the Great Divide: The Jewish Muslim
Encounter’, which the Woolf Institute runs with
the School of International Service at the American
University in Washington. Fuller details of courses
can be seen online. Many online course participants
need ﬁnancial assistance with their course fees.

Minister of Religion sabbatical support

supervision, seminars and relevant events. Visiting
sabbatical awards would be made on a similar basis,
but without a contribution to accommodation costs,
for up to £4,200 per term.

Graduate student bursaries
Masters and doctoral students with partial
funding towards their fees and living costs
sometimes struggle to make up the shortfall
with paid work and undertaking that paid work
can have a negative impact on their academic
performance. The Woolf Institute would like to
help its students who ﬁnd themselves in ﬁnancial
diﬃculty so that they can complete their studies
and achieve their academic potential.

Ministers of Religion may take
sabbatical periods from ministry
for a time of study and reﬂection.
They may come to Cambridge
for a term, or they may learn
from their home area and visit
Cambridge weekly for lectures and
seminars, use of the library and
supervision. The Institute would
like to fund sabbatical support.
Each residential sabbatical award
would cost £8,400 per term (three
months), including a contribution
to travel and accommodation costs
in Cambridge and access to the
Woolf Institute library, teaching,

E

lisheva moved to Cambridge in order to serve as one of the
Jewish Chaplains for Cambridge University. She took this
opportunity to pursue advanced academic studies and joined
the MPhil programme in Jewish-Muslim Relations, taught by Woolf
Institute staﬀ at the Faculty for Asian and Middle Eastern Studies,
University of Cambridge. Her dissertation examined religious Judaism
and peace activism in Israel today, focusing on the impact that Rabbi
Menachem Froman, a settler and peace activist, has had on the
younger generation of settlers in Israel.
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Lecture by HRH Prince
Hassan of Jordan
O

n Thursday 23rd November, we will
welcome HRH Prince Hassan of Jordan
to the Woolf Institute. Prince Hassan will
give a lecture entitled “A positive future? The
aftermath of conﬂict.” Lord Williams, Master of
Magdalene College and Dr Edward Kessler will
respond.
This event is taking place a couple of weeks after
the centenary of the Balfour Declaration (2nd
November) and provides an opportunity to reset
the public agenda about relations in the Middle
East after what is likely to be a time of turbulent
discourse. The event will start at 5.30pm in the
KC Shasha Conference Suite.
Tickets are free but need to be booked in advance,
please see our webpage
www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events.

500 years on... reflections on Martin
Luther and Lutheran-Jewish relations

A

utumn 2017 marks 500
years since Martin Luther
nailed his 95 theses to the
door of the Wittenberg church.
On 29th November at 2pm, the
Woolf Institute, in partnership with
Westﬁeld College, is hosting a panel
discussion on Luther’s writings on
Jews and Judaism, as well as on
Lutheran-Jewish relations today.
Speakers and panel will include Drs
Bob Rosin and Ed Kessler.

For details, please see our webpage www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events, or request the newest update
of our events schedule, email: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk
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Music, Memory and
Encounters between Jewish
and Muslim Neighbours

T

his project, generously funded by the K C
Shasha Charitable Foundation, focuses on the
cultural and social implications of the musical
encounters between Jewish and Muslim neighbours
in historical Iraq and Syria. It examines how the
role of music and musical performance shape lives
among Jewish and Muslim diasporic communities,
how interactions through shared musical traditions
have inﬂuenced Jewish-Muslim relations and how
the consideration of music and musical encounters
can facilitate Jewish-Muslim dialogue in the present
and future.

Jewish and Muslim communities from both cities
through music and memory, both individual and
collective, and encounter. The proposed project
consists of two distinct research strands that will
shed light on musical traditions, interreligious
encounter and remembrance from the
perspectives of the communities. These strands
will be brought together to create an outreach
programme that will appropriate the project’s
key themes for audiences from both Jewish and
Muslim communities, as well as others.

The project will focus on two cities: Aleppo in
Syria and Baghdad in Iraq. It will examine diasporic

A concert associated with this project will take
place in May 2018.

Image by AL Eyad

For details, please see our webpage www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events, or request the newest update
of our events schedule, email: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk

20 | DECEMBER

CONFERENCE: Trust and
Europe’s Crisis of Representation
On 7th-8th December, the Woolf Institute is organising a conference on the importance of Trust
in Europe’s current crisis of representation.

A

cross Europe, the
economic, political,
and social realities
established in the aftermath
of the Second World War
have come under strain.
Anti-migration rhetoric
and the rejection of
multiculturalism, as well
as the success of far-right
parties and movements,
have shocked observers.
Globalisation, open markets,
diversity, and growing
interconnectedness have
also given way to publically
articulated demands for
protection and national

Anti-establishment, anti-migration
PEGIDA protest in Dresden, Germany

isolation. In most debates and analyses,
the ‘decline of trust’ is cited as a key
reason for recent challenges and
changes in public perception.
This conference explores the talk on
trust and what it reveals about social
challenges and understandings of
democracy, free market capitalism, and
living with ethnic, religious, and cultural
diﬀerence. We examine why ‘trust’
features so prominently in debates about
social change, discontent, and new
political orders. We aim to understand
the role of trust talk in attempts to
explain our current condition and its
implications for living with diﬀerence
and uncertainty in increasingly
interconnected and globalising societies.

Brexit Vote Leave campaign in Britain

This conference is the part of the Trust
Project, which explored the meaning and
practice of solidarity in emergent forms
of social action.
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Trust Project
T
rust in Crisis – The Emergence of the Quiet
Citizen is a report resulting from ground
breaking ethnographic research across four
European capitals: Berlin, London, Paris and Rome.
Over the last three years the Woolf Institute
Trust research team has followed, questioned and
participated in civil society initiatives, in particular
among faith and other minority communities, that
have been responding to crisis situations in the
four cities. These relate to the inﬂux of refugees,
austerity, insecurity and acute political instability.
The report includes a series of recommendations,
primarily to be executed by community and faith
institutions themselves, as well as a call on local
government to play a more important role in
building social cohesion, and some key areas for
action by UK Government ministries.
The research explored localised, and often more
meaningful, forms of trust, and emphasised the
importance of community for living a good life.
Public rally in support of refugees
and global solidarity

For details, please see our webpage www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events, or request the newest update
of our events schedule, email: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk
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Teaching at the
Woolf Institute
T

he Woolf Institute teaching programme is led by the Director of Studies, Dr Emma Harris and
is popular with people who have a variety of interests and needs relating to interfaith dialogue,
interaction and understanding. The Woolf Institute oﬀers online courses which allow participants
to gain a refreshing perspective on relations between the Abrahamic faiths, be it nationally or
internationally, in historical or contemporary contexts, or from diﬀerent disciplines (such as history,
theology, sociology, philosophy and literature).

W

ith over ﬁfteen years
work experience within
Higher Education, Dr
Emma Harris is a staunch advocate
for lifelong and distance learners. As
Director of Studies, she is involved
in strategic and operational plans
for teaching at the Woolf Institute,
and leads on the development and
delivery of online courses.

Online study continues to attract
students and professionals of
all ages. Our courses provide
individuals with the opportunity
to interact with interesting and
like-minded people from all over
the world and from all walks of
life. Over the years, participants
have hailed from Belgium, Croatia,
the Czech Republic, Denmark,
France, Germany, Poland, Turkey
and the United Kingdom, as well
as Australia, Bahrain, BosniaHerzegowina, Canada, Chile,
China, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran,
Israel, Japan, Kenya, Morocco,
New Zealand, Pakistan, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, UEAE and the
United States.
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and beyond, and study their relationship with
secularism.
Examine historical trends, religious and cultural
interaction, and issues of contemporary
citizenship in Jews, Christians and Muslims in
Europe: Modern Challenges.
Develop your understanding of the Abrahamic
faiths in Religion is... through themes such as
sacred space, religious leadership and religious
‘fundamentalism’.

D

o you want to explore the history, culture
and theology of Muslims and Jews and
reﬂect on similarities and diﬀerences
between them? Enrol for Bridging the Great Divide:
the Jewish-Muslim Encounter.

Engage with literature to understand the narrative
of deep-seated prejudices and recognise the
value of dialogue to dispel these views in
Representations of Jewish-Christian Relations in
Literature.
For further details, see:
http://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/study/e-learning/

In Interreligious Understanding Today, gain
insights into diﬀerent kinds of interreligious
understanding between the Abrahamic religions

A

ustin Tiﬀany is a native of Texas, where he was raised and
received a BA in Religion at Baylor University. Placements
in London with the Centre for Theology and Community
and Near Neighbours ignited his interest in interfaith study. His
research examines contemporary interfaith training of priests
and rabbis in the United Kingdom and the United States.

Support teaching

T

he Woolf Institute teaches people with
a variety of interests and needs relating
to interfaith dialogue, interactions and
understanding and is led by the Director of
Studies. The Institute’s teaching programme
includes face-to-face teaching and supervision of
students from a range of universities, seminaries
and theological colleges, online courses and
professional development training for diﬀerent

professions and occupations, including civil
servants, police, NHS and hospice staﬀ and
volunteers. Gifts to support Woolf Institute
teaching be made via our website, by GBP cheque
or charity cheque to Development Oﬃce, Woolf
Institute, Madingley Road, Cambridge CB3 0UB, or
contact development@woolf.cam.ac.uk to discuss
other payment methods, or particular areas of
interest that you wish to support. Thank you!
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CONFERENCE:
After the Conquest
T
he aim of this conference,
taking place from 12th14th February 2018
and organised by the ﬁrst
Woolf-Cambridge Scholar
Rodrigo Garcia Velasco, will
bring together archaeologists,
historians and art historians to
discuss diﬀerent approaches
when studying conquest and
domination in Spain, Portugal
and Sicily, during the Central
Middle Ages. How is the break
in rulership expressed in the
written sources (chronicles,
charter evidence), archaeological
or artistic evidence? What
do we gain from combining
diﬀerent sources and ways of
understanding the Christian
takeover (i.e., using the evidence
of archaeology, ‘postcolonial
studies’, frontier studies,
feudalism, etc)? The conference
will focus on innovative
approaches to the problem of
conquest and domination that
depart from the traditional,
political top-down history
approach so engrained in the
Reconquista literature.

Woolf Institute
Research Group Series

T

he Research Seminar Series, which
gives students and postdoctoral
researchers the opportunity to
present their latest work and receive
feedback from their peers, continues (see
pages 12-13) in January 2018.
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Extending Life at any cost?

O

n 15th February,
the Woolf Institute
and the Faraday
Institute will jointly host a
one-day conference entitled,
‘Extending Life at any Cost?’.
The conference will explore
issues surrounding end of
life palliative care, including
the role hospices, hospitals
and communities of faith
play in understanding
what constitutes a ‘good
death’, technology related
to extending life and the
implications of AI for human
dignity when life is extended
through transhumanism.

Muslim - Jewish Relations
Seminar Series
T
he Muslim Jewish
Relations Seminar
Series (see page 15)
will continue in February,
with a focus on music.
Speakers will include
Matthew Machin-Autenrieth,
who specialises in Andalusian
and North African music.

Image: Ahmed Eckhard Krausen

For details, please see our webpage www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events, or request the newest update
of our events schedule, email: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk
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Theological Training In The
st
21 Century: A Debate

T

he purpose of this series of debates,
organised by Woolf-Cambridge Scholar
Austin Tiﬀany, is to bring together various
voices in the ﬁeld of theological education and
clerical training. Categories to be discussed
include Jewish, Christian and Muslim theological
education, the adaption of religious leaders
to their surroundings and circumstances (that

happens at a more rapid pace than at theological
institutions), and debates about Mixed-mode or
Residential-mode-style of clerical training.
Dates: Thursdays 5pm
22nd February 2018
22nd March 2018
26th April 2018

Short Film Night
A

ﬁlm event screening various short ﬁlms
focussing on Muslim-Jewish-Christian
Relations will take place in February.
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Pontanima Choir
O
ver the twenty years of its existence,
Pontanima Interreligious Choir has
emerged as one of the most important
actors in the ﬁeld of inter-religious peacemaking
in Bosnia-Herzegowina. The simple but
revolutionary ideal lived out by the choir is that
members of all cultural and religious groups can
come together, despite histories of conﬂict, and
share in one another’s most beautiful traditions.
For the singers and the audiences that experience
its compelling witness, Pontanima heals wounds
and builds relationships through life-giving music.
It challenges listeners from the region and around
the world to examine their own deepest sources
of identity and to recognize the common ground
they share with others.

The choir will be accompanied by Dr Nedzad
Avidic, who miraculously survived a mass
execution during the Srebrenica massacre in July.
Nedzad will share his remarkable story and his
ﬁght for justice and against denial of the facts.
Pontanima’s music is a celebration of beautiful
artistic diversity, with Catholics, Orthodox
Christians, Muslims and Jews having contributed
to the fabric of Bosnia-Herzegowina. It fosters
pride in a unique Bosnian identity that is based on
the richness of diversity.
Concerts:

Workshop:

1st March, London (Drapers Hall)
3rd March, Cambridge
(Robinson College)
5th March, Durham
2nd March, Cambridge
(Woolf Institute)

For details, please see our webpage www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events, or request the newest
update of our events schedule, email: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk
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CONFERENCE: Ottoman Arabic

W

ork on the Arabic of the Ottoman
Empire from the 16th to 20th centuries
presents an immensely fruitful linguistic
topic, yet this rich material remains very little
explored because texts from the 16th century
onwards have often been viewed as corrupted
and not worthy of study by traditional scholarship.

The workshop brings together experts on Jewish,
Muslim and Christian Arabic of the 16th to 20th
centuries, with the purpose of producing the ﬁrst
philological Handbook and Reader of Ottoman
Arabic, potentially laying the foundations of a new
and transformative interdisciplinary ﬁeld.

Reproduced with kind permission of the Syndics of Cambridge University Library

D

r Esther-Miriam Wagner is the
Director of Research at the Woolf
Institute. Her research focuses
on the Cairo Genizah, Judaeo-Arabic,
sociolinguistics, the Arabic Prize Papers
and Yiddish. Miriam is the editor-in-chief
of al-Masāq, Journal of the Medieval
Mediterranean, and an Aﬃliated Lecturer
at the University of Cambridge, where
she teaches the Muslim-Jewish Relations
MPhil course.

Image: Blazej Mikula
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Historical
Research Projects

H

istorical Muslim-Jewish relations are in the focus of
various research projects at the Woolf Institute, led
by Director of Research, Dr Esther-Miriam Wagner,
such as the preparation of the Ottoman Arabic hand book
and reader (see page 28).

Together with her colleague Dr Dotan Arad (Bar Ilan
University), a historian specialising in the Mamluk period,
Miriam is currently preparing a book on Jewish life in 15thcentury Alexandria.
Map of Egypt Proper.
Source: The British Library at Flickr

Another project concerns Arabic letters of The Prize Paper
Collections, which present a most exciting opportunity to
investigate the interactions between Jewish, Muslim and
Christian merchants in the 18th-century Mediterranean.

Source: The British Library at Flickr

D

r Mohamed Ahmed
was born in Egypt,
and works on
various historical and
linguistic research
projects. Together with our
Director of Research, he
investigates Arabic letters
in the so-called Prize Paper
Collections and Jewish
letters in the Cairo Geniza.
Mohamed also has a
particular interest in codeswitching between Hebrew
and Arabic.
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CONFERENCE: Emerging
religious pluralism(s)
16th-17th April 2018

T

he concept of religious pluralism has been at
the centre of major political developments
and discourse in recent years. The rise of
the Hindu right in India has contributed to an
increasing sense of marginalisation amongst nonHindu minorities, and Muslims in particular.
Donald Trump’s divisive rhetoric and persistent
attempts to impose a Muslim travel ban have
similarly left Muslim minorities in the US feeling
targeted. In war-torn countries throughout the
Middle East, the place of the dwindling Christian
communities looks ever more precarious,
and the rich tradition of pluralism seems to
be disappearing. Across Europe controversial
attempts, both legal and political, to manage
the challenge of religious diversity have led to
heated debates on how to deal with diﬀerence. At
the heart of these developments, the very ideal
of religious pluralism itself is being contested.
But how have changing realities on the ground
informed the ideal of religious pluralism itself in
diﬀerent parts of the world?
Hindu wedding ceremony. Photo by John Fahy.

D

r John Fahy joined the Woolf
Institute as a Junior Research
Fellow in November 2015.
Based in Qatar, he is part of the
Woolf Institute’s Qatar National
Research Fund- supported project
assessing the eﬀectiveness of
interfaith initiatives in Doha, Delhi
and London. This project aims
to better understand how both
grassroots and leader-led interfaith
initiatives can be assessed in
terms of eﬀectiveness, impact and
sustainability.

For details, please see our webpage www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events, or request the newest update
of our events schedule, email: enquiries@woolf.cam.ac.uk
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Assessing the effectiveness of
interfaith initiatives

T

he project
‘Assessing the
Eﬀectiveness
of Interfaith
Initiatives’, funded
by the Qatar
National Research
Fund, is the ﬁrst
study to analyse
the eﬀectiveness of
interfaith initiatives.
Taking a primarily
inductive approach
to the research
design, this project
investigates if and
how interfaith
initiatives generate changes in
the knowledge, attitudes and
behaviour of participants and the
faith communities to which they
belong in three cities: Doha, Delhi,
and London.
The choice of these cities is
speciﬁcally designed to enable us
to analyse the impact of interfaith
initiatives across three very
distinctive political, demographic
and historical contexts with
regard to interfaith relations.
This will allow researchers to
diﬀerentiate between general and
more context-speciﬁc impacts of the initiatives
studied.
The aim of the project is to provide data on
initiative eﬀectiveness by comparing the impact
of two organizational models of interfaith
initiatives (‘leader-led’ and ‘grassroots’) across
and within the three locations. The research
project will propose a novel, transferable,
evidence-based framework for designing and
evaluating interfaith activities that will also
inform recommendations for policy strategies.

Al-Fanar Islamic Cultural
Centre, Doha, Qatar.
Image by John Fahy.

Doha, Qatar. Image by John Fahy.
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Projects in Development
The From Intolerance to Inclusion Programme

T

he Woolf Institute is working with the Policy
Institute at King’s College, London to raise
funds for a programme of work to map levels of
intolerance and inclusion across England and Wales
and use the ﬁndings to contribute towards greater
social cohesion. The aim is to provide evidence for

policy-makers and practitioners to assist with the
development and implementation of interventions
that may be used to foster respectful and inclusive
relations between diﬀerent social groups. Our
ambition is to create an index that may be used
across the UK, Europe and around the world.

A

s Founder Director of the
Woolf Institute and Fellow
of St Edmund’s College, Dr
Edward Kessler has been a leader in
the study and practice of interfaith
relations for nearly 3 decades. Ed
has written and/or edited 12 books
and was awarded an MBE in 2011
for services to interfaith relations.
He is presently preparing a new
research project entitled ‘Uncovering
Fundamentalism’.
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F

irst, we will develop, trial and reﬁne
an index of intolerance and inclusion
in England and Wales. In contrast to
other research in this area, the index will
focus on both the negative expressions
and behaviours of intolerance and
positive examples of inclusion in diverse
local communities. To build the index, we
will identify and compile a selection of
indicators which, when taken together,
can provide a robust picture of how
communities are getting along. The
index will be reported annually alongside
information presented in interactive,
publicly-available webpages.

D

r Julian Hargreaves joined the
Woolf Institute in January
2017 after completing
a two-year post as a Research
Associate in the HRH Prince
Alwaleed Bin Talal Centre of Islamic
Studies, University of Cambridge.
His main research interests are:
British Muslim communities; issues
around anti-Muslim discrimination
and hate crime; relations between
Muslim communities and the
state; and community responses to
radicalisation and extremism.

Community Responses to Radicalisation

T

his research project examines communityled, ‘bottom up’ approaches to tackling
religious and political forms of violence
within British Muslim communities. Whilst
numerous scholars and commentators have
been critical of the UK Government’s Prevent
strategy, few have focused on the application
of viable alternative strategies and approaches.
The project aims to ﬁll this gap and seek to
draw insight and understanding from the ways

in which faith groups dissuade their members
away from violence. These comparisons will help
establish ‘what works’, and ‘what might work
better’, within British Muslim communities. Whilst
rooted in criminology and social science research
methods, conclusions derived from the proposed
ﬁeldwork within British Muslim communities and
comparative case studies in Northern Ireland
will be utilised to forge clear, actionable policy
recommendations.
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Sculpture in
the Courtyard

H

elaine Blumenfeld OBE is one of the most respected
sculptors of her generation, regarded by some as the heir
to Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth. Her marble and
bronze sculptures stand in prominent locations around the UK
and she is now working on a beautiful new marble sculpture for
the Woolf Institute entitled, ‘Tree of Life Encounter’.
Blumenfeld has created more than 90 large-scale sculptures,
including for the Lincoln Center (New York), Het Depot (Holland),
Canary Wharf (London), The Lancasters (London) and the
University of Cambridge. She was the ﬁrst woman to be awarded
the prestigious ‘International Sculpture Prize: Pietrasanta and
Versilia in the World’ and in 2011 was awarded an honorary OBE
for services to the arts.
Helaine says: “Tree Of Life: Encounter was inspired by the aims of the Woolf Institute to bring about
understanding between Jews, Christians and Muslims in order to reduce intolerance, as expressed in
Ecclesiastes 4.12 ‘A threefold cord is not quickly broken.’ Tree Of Life: Encounter is a powerful statement
of the struggle for unity, with three strands joining together at the base and moving upward through
dissonance and chaos to a beautiful ﬂowering of hope.”
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Artwork in the building
A

rtist Zachary EastwoodBloom was commissioned
to create a centrepiece
sculpture for the main entrance
to the Woolf Institute’s new
building. Zachary developed
an artwork based on a twodimensional geometric pattern
and ‘extruded’ it to create the
three-dimensional sculpture
suspended in the main rotunda,
which appears to be a random
array of gold lengths, like a crown
of thorns, as you ﬁrst walk in the
main entrance of the building.
However, viewed from above or
below, the true geometry of the
pattern reveals itself, evoking
detailing found in the arts of
all three Abrahamic faiths. The
sculpture is emblematic of the
work of the Woolf Institute by
encouraging the viewer to take
varying viewpoints to reveal
alternative perspectives.
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Woolf Institute
Lecture Series

T

he Lecture Series continues on 2nd May
2018, 5.30pm, with a talk by Rt Rev
Dr Rowan Williams, Lord Williams of
Oystermouth, Master of Magdalene College,
Cambridge, and former Archbishop of Canterbury,
entitled “The importance of interfaith in terms of
social justice”.

Woolf Institute
Research Group
Seminar Series

T

he Woolf Institute Research Group
Seminar Series, which gives students and
postdoctoral researchers the opportunity
to present their latest work and receive feedback
from their peers, continues (see page 12-13) in
May 2018.

Muslim - Jewish Relations
Seminar Series

T

he Muslim Jewish Relations Seminar Series
(see page 15) will continue on 8th May 2018
with a talk by Dr Alice Pinepinto (Queen’s
University Belfast), with a thematic discussion
around a range of socio-legal issues pertaining
to the work of Palestinian Bedouin and Israeli
human rights defenders involved in the school
demolition case in the village of Al-Khan alAhmar.
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Recent
Publications

T

he Institute’s conferences regularly yield
themed volumes and reports, such as the
ones pictured here on communities and
austerity in times of crisis, on religion and belief
in British public life, on Jewish-Muslim relations,
and languages of traders.

The Researchers at the Institute regularly publish
articles and work on various books, including Ed
Kessler’s book on Jesus.
Esther-Miriam Wagner is also the Editor-inchief of al-Masāq, Journal of the Medieval
Mediterranean, which publishes articles
on history, archaeology, art and languages
around the Mediterranean.
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Visiting Fellow
E
very year, the Woolf Institute invites
its current Visiting Fellow to organise a
conference. This year’s Visiting Fellow,
Prof. fE Khayyat, will organise a workshop
which focuses on the relation of religion to
literature. On the one hand, this gathering will
explore how faith and ﬁction sip into collective

consciousness, through the Book or books in
general. On the other hand, it will look into the
recurring tensions between literary humanistic
ideals, “free speech” the most salient among them,
and “fundamentalisms,” oﬀering new paths into
thinking on the political and historical relevance of
literary activity.

E

fe Khayyat is Assistant Professor at Rutgers
University. He received his PhD from Columbia
University. He has taught in Frankfurt, Istanbul,
Paris and New York, on philosophy of literature and
religion. Among his awards are various fellowships and
visiting professorships at Gutenberg in Mainz, Science
Po and Paris 8 in Paris, and Jamia Millia Islamia of
Delhi; a UNESCO award, the Marjorie Hope Nicolson
doctoral fellowship and an ICLS fellowship at Columbia
University. He’s a member of the founding board of
Harvard University’s Institute for World Literature.
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Support the Woolf Institute
Library and Facilities

T

he Woolf Institute’s
new building represents
a milestone in its
development. After nineteen
years as a tenant in buildings
around Cambridge, the Woolf
Institute has a permanent home
for its work, a central hub to
which researchers, teachers, faith
leaders, supporters, students
and community members
are welcomed. The building
was designed with the Woolf
Institute’s working requirements
entirely in mind to facilitate
and accelerate its work towards
achieving better relations
between religion and society
through education. It provides
a research environment for
academic research, houses the
Institute’s specialist library and is
a venue for teaching, exhibitions,
talks, lectures and cultural
events and concerts. It provides
facilities for ongoing research,
dissemination of research ﬁndings,
promotion of policy initiatives,
public education courses and
production and administration
of online courses. In this way,
its impact is international
and transformational. Gifts
towards the running costs of
the Woolf Institute’s facilities
for students, scholars and
community members, may
be made via our website by
credit or debit card, by GBP
cheque or charity cheque to
Development Oﬃce, Woolf
Institute, Madingley Road,
Cambridge CB3 0UB, or
contact development@woolf.
cam.ac.uk to discuss other
payment methods, or particular
areas of interest that you wish
to support. Thank you!
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Woolf Institute Blog

T

he Woolf Institute Blog site
at https://woolﬁnstitute.blog/
features a large number of
blogs related to all aspect of relations
between Jews, Muslims and Christians.
From the medieval Mediterranean to
contemporary Egypt, from the 2022
World Cup to the philosophy of Paul
Ricoeur, from Sarajevo to Refugee
faith, the Woolf Institute blog explores
interfaith relations in all their complexity.

A detail from Moses with Ten Commandments by Rembrandt, 1659

View over Sarajevo, from the ‘Sarajevo: Its religions
and ways of remembering’ blog from 31st July 2017.

Social Media
and Podcasts

T

he work of the Woolf Institute is
global and interactive. Social media is
vital to us keeping in touch and has
enabled the Woolf Institute to communicate
its message and values to a wide audience.
Please follow us on Facebook and Twitter
for updates on our newest research, events,
podcasts and blogs.

University of Rochester Interfaith Chapel

Woolf Institute
Madingley Road
Cambridge
CB3 0UB
www.woolf.cam.ac.uk

Improving relations between religion & society
through education

