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An unprecedented, richly detailed, and clear-eyed 
exploration of Islam in Europe and the place of Islam in 
European history and civilization. 
 
Praise for the Book: 
“… Invites us to listen to the many voices of Muslims today as they 
face a confusing and often threatening world. It is essential 
reading, wise, literate, insightful, optimistic, honest and humane, 
the work of one of the great religious sages of our time.” 
—Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of Britain and the 
Commonwealth 
 
“… It is hard to exaggerate the importance of this work, like so 
much else he has done, at a time when myths and fantasies still stir 
up corporate fear between our communities. A deeply welcome and 
thoroughly professional study.” 
—Dr. Rowan Williams, Former Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Master of Magdalene College, University of Cambridge 

Over the past decade, the relationship between European and Islamic 
societies has been defined by steadily escalating tension. Many 
Europeans see Islam as an alien, even barbaric force that threatens to 
overwhelm them and their societies. Muslims, by contrast, are facing 
conflicting attractions to Europe's economic opportunities and 
repulsion to intolerance in the region, with Islamophobia reaching 
extreme levels in all corners of Europe. Amid this conflict, the Jewish 
community and other minority groups are finding themselves caught 
in a similar onslaught of xenophobic rhetoric, with anti-Semitism and 
other forms of discrimination causing many to feel unwelcome in their 
European homes. 
 

Akbar Ahmed, widely acknowledged as a leading scholar of 
contemporary Islam, and a team of researchers have traveled across 
Europe over the last several years and interviewed Muslims and non-
Muslims from all walks of life. They spoke with some of Europe's most 
prominent figures, including presidents and prime ministers, 
archbishops, chief rabbis, grand muftis, heads of right-wing parties, 
and every-day Europeans from a variety of backgrounds. Their findings 
reveal both of the misunderstandings and the opportunities for Europe 
and its Muslims to improve their mutual relationship. Along with an 
analysis of what has gone wrong and why, this urgent, unprecedented 
study, the fourth in a quartet of studies examining relations between 

the West and the Muslim world, features recommendations for 

promoting integration and pluralism in the twenty-first century. 
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